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TEXAS SHOOTING 


Gunman 
once escaped 
from mental 
care facility 


The gunman who police say carried out the massacre 
of 26 people at a small-town Texas church briefly escaped 
from a mental health center in New Mexico in 2012 and 
got in trouble for bringing guns onto a military base and 
threatening his superiors there, police reports indicate. 


Missed opportunities: 1. The Air Force confirmed Tues- 
day that Devin Patrick Kelley had been treated in the facility 
after he was placed under pretrial confinement stemming 
from a court-martial on charges that he assaulted his spouse 
and hit her child hard enough to fracture the boy’s skull. 
Involuntary commitment to a mental institution would have 
been grounds to deny him a weapon provided that records 
of his confinement were submitted to the federal database 
used to conduct background checks on people who try to 
purchase guns. 2. He was eventually sentenced to 12 months 
of confinement for the assault, a conviction that also, had it 
been reported, would have prohibited gun sales to Kelley. 3. 
And in New Braunfels, Texas, deputies investigated a rape 
case at Kelley’s home in 2013, but dropped it after believing 
Kelly had moved to Colorado (he had not). 


Death toll: Authorities explained that the death toll of 26 
includes the unborn baby of one of the women killed. 


In Washington, D.C.: Inevitably, the talk once again turns 
to guns — but not bump stocks. 


Inside: More on the debate andthe aftermath A11 
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A very costly 
history lesson 


A 


The Nines 


The biggest historic tax 
break in Oregon goes to 
the developers and own- 
ers of The Nines hotel 
and condos, above. 


$135M 


Property value 


$1.5M 


What would normally 
be owed in taxes 


$67,000 


The Nines’ actual tax bill 


Oregon has given 127 commercial buildings, most in 


Portland, historic tax breaks worth $8 million a year 


JessicaFloum The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Historic brickwork, century-old beams 
and crafted wood windows help attract cre- 
ative firms and well-heeled tourists to old 
Portland buildings converted to hip office 
spaces, luxury hotels or high-end apart- 
ments. 

But preservation isn’t free. To persuade 
property owners and developers to rehabil- 
itate irreplaceable historic buildings, the 
state offers generous property tax breaks 
that can cut an owner’s property tax bills by 
as much as 98 percent for 10 years or more. 

Joy Sears, state restoration officer, said 
those incentives helped endow Portland 
with charming breweries, shops, condos 
and offices that draw people downtown and 
maintain a distinct sense of place. 

The tradeoff is fewer teachers and mil- 
lions in city and county services that have to 
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be withheld. 

Statewide, the biggest historic tax break 
goes to the developers and owners of The 
Nines hotel and condos atop the former 
downtown Meier & Frank department store. 
Valued by the county assessor at $135 mil- 
lion, the premiere property would normally 
owe $1.5 million a year to the city, Mult- 
nomah County and Portland Public Schools. 
But its actual bill is $67,000 — 4 percent 
of full freight. That annual savings, first 
awarded in 2006, will continue until 2021. 

Other entities saving hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars on their yearly tax bills 
include international wind conglomerate 
Vestas, Canada’s largest hotel chain, Port- 
land’s Naito family and the University of 
Oregon Foundation. They all agreed to pre- 
serve the historic look and feel of the for- 
mer warehouses, shops, factories and office 
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